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eleventh hour they again descended favourably, before any
irreparable harm had been done by their temporary suspen-
sion, and thereafter continued propitiously tiH in the autumn a
good harvest was reaped. Thus week after week the poor people
who had been for several months on the hands of the Govern-
ment were discharged, till by the middle of October few of them
were left.

The recipients of charitable relief from Government had been
chiefly persons who-in ordinary times subsist on the private
charity of the village folk. The charity, which is thus dispensed
in years of average prosperity,, redounds to the honour of the
Native community. But it - is unavoidably suspended during
famine, and the many thousands who depend on it. must
perish unless sustained by Government. These poor people
had accordingly been thrown on the hands of the relief officers
for several months. But now with returning plenty after the
autumn harvest they were sent back in some hundred thou-
sands to their villages, where they began once more to receive
charitable support as formerly.

The greater part of the grain procured by Government was
used, but a considerable portion remained unused. This was the
reserve which had been provided in event of the rains failing
for the second time, a failure which, though at one time
apparently imminent, had been mercifully averted. The
reserve grain then had to be sold, and as by that time the new
harvest was coming in abundantly, the sale proceeds proved to
be but a small recovery as against the cost which had been
incurred.

Some angry criticism soon arose upon the fact of this grain
thus having to be sold, as proving that, from some faults in
the original calculations, there had been an excess provision.
It was immediately shewn that there had been no error what-
ever, but that as a matter of deliberate policy a reserve had
been provided. This reserve, indeed, was not wanted owing
to the happy course which events had taken. But if any
objections were urged against the policy of adopting this
essential precaution, in a case where the lives of millions

2 D 2